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Halifax being apparently the chief mover in them. Though they had no result, the relations of the two statesmen were throughout the continuance of the new  Administration singularly  cordial and confidential.    The position of Halifax differed from that of the other Whig chiefs.    During part of the reign of William m., from 1692 to 1699, he had held a remarkable place in the State and in the House of Commons, and as Chancellor of the Exchequer he had achieved unexampled  success.     Fallen from office, and disappointed, he had during Godolphin's Ministry failed  to  obtain any high  employment. This   exclusion  from  power  undoubtedly  was   a constant grievance to him, and from 1710 to the fall of Harley's Ministry Halifax was   unquestionably hopeful of forming some kind  of coalition  with Harley, the friend of his youth and of his manhood. Each was keenly interested in the national finances, and both, though each  differed on  two cardinal points of policy from  his party, found in them a common political bond.    For both agreed in the desire for religious toleration, and both were sincerely anxious for peace between France and England, though at one time they disagreed on its terms. Yet each was so bound to the party to which he belonged, that it was impossible for them openly to coalesce; and warm and confidential as was their private union, Halifax ultimately became a member of the Administration which impeached his lifelong